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My study is about changes and variations in prominent Russian scholars, writers, and journalists’ 
perceptions and images of Japan during the period 1855-1905. I demonstrate that some concrete 
political events such as the Meiji reforms, the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-5, the “Boxer 
Rebellion” of 1900, the worsened Russo-Japanese regional rivalry, and the Russo-Japanese War of 
1904-05, exerted a significant impact upon the formation of both positive and negative images of 
Japan in Russian intellectuals’ minds. Another assumption, around which my study is built, is that 
perceptions of the “other” are reflected through the prism of the self-perceptions. Therefore, I 
have examined both Russian intellectuals’ perceptions of the “self” and the “other” during that 
time.  
 
In its essence, my study presents an attempt to review International History through its cultural 
and political aspects, while combining it with History of Ideas, in order to manifest that there was 
a special connection between the big regional events, formal Russo-Japanese relations, and 
Russian perceptions, images, and attitudes to Japan at the informal level.  
While I do look at some historical events and Russo-Japanese relations at the formal level, my 
research focus falls upon analyzing the Russian social elite’s images of Japan at the informal level 
to determine how they originated, what spoken and unspoken assumptions they contained, who 
shared them, or if and why they differed. Consequently, I have examined the larger ideological 
context that produced them to determine what insights they could provide about Russian visions 
of Asia in general, and Japan in particular. The theoretical point of this exercise is to argue for a 
greater degree of sensitivity to cross-cultural encounters and the mutual perceptions born of them 
when interpreting international history and relations. 
The whole study comprises one introductory chapter, seven main chapters, and one concluding 
chapter. Each of the main chapters revolves around an important historical event. A considerable 
amount of various primary resources in Russian, and some secondary resources in English were 
analyzed to present a broader idea of that stratum of the Russian educated elite’s attitudes towards 
Asia in general, and Japan in particular. 
 
To sum up my findings, I have detected, analyzed, and arranged in groups along a common 
denominator, a whole array of Russian images of Japan in the period 1855-1905. I have also tried 
to manifest how those images originated and further evolved. Very much provoked by the big 
regional events in which both Russia and Japan were involved, some negative images of Japan 
were substituted by new positive images and vice versa, while some negative stereotypes 
remained unchanged. In this respect, a great number of Western and Russian studies on Russia 
and Japan argue that Russians and Japanese have entertained predominantly negative mutual 
images. Moreover, scholars argue that Russians witnessing the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 
interpreted her through a negative racial discourse in their writings.  
 
In contrast, this study demonstrates that although Russian intellectuals’ images of Japan varied at 
times, their positive images of the country prevailed. Japan’s reformation and her confirmation as 
a great power, due to her victories over China and Russia provoked respect and admiration among 
Russian reform-minded intellectuals. Few were those Russians, mainly some conservative 
intellectuals, who kept entertaining denigrating images of Japan regardless of her successes at the 
domestic and international levels. 
Furthermore, negative racial treatment of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 was observed in very 
few conservative Russian intellectuals’ writings on the war.  
In fact, the majority of Russian intellectuals sensed Russia’s backwardness compared to the 
“West” and even to Japan, and paid bigger attention to Russia’s domestic and international 
position, arguing for the necessity of Russia’s urgent reformation and modernization. Instead of 
mockery or hatred, so typical for wartime literary and semi-literary sketches on the “enemy,” 
Russian intellectuals who wrote on the war of 1904-5, in their biggest part admitted explicitly or 
implicitly that Japan had turned into an intellectual and military challenge to Russia, and showed 
deep respect to her. 
In addition, the study has also found interesting parallels and striking differences in Russian 
perceptions and images of Japan at the informal level within one sub-period of study as well as 
between the different sub- periods.  
 
Moreover, the images and stereotypes that are discussed in this study present fears, prejudices, 
and perceptions unique to Russia, besides the imagined division between the “progressive West” 
and “tradition-bound East.” Therefore, by providing information on Russian perceptions and 
images of Japan, I hope to make my modest contribution to the better understanding of the 
prevailing trend among the Russian social elite’s visions and attitudes toward Japan in 1855-1905.  
Last but not least, this research also could provide a base for a further discussion on Russian 
images of Japan in present days. 
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